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TO THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 

Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. 
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RECEIVED 

No additional fee is required for amendment. 

Please charge Deposit Account No. in the amount of APR 0 9 

a duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. Technology Center 2100 

A check in the amount of $102.00 to cover the filing fee is enclosed. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 04-1425 
A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

additional filing fees required under 37 C.F.R. 1.16. 
: application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17. 
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1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W, 
Washington, DC 20004 
202-824-8800 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 
20231. 
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For: Block-Oriented Control System On High Speed Ethernet 

This application is a continuation-in-part (CIP) application of U.S. Application 
No. 08/916,178 filed August 21, 1997, and is related to and claims priority from 
U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/024,346 filed August 23, 1996, and U.S. 
Provisional Application No. 60/139,814 filed June 21. 1999. 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 
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Dear Sir: 

Prior to examination, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Please add the following claims a 

—30. An <bpen interoperable apparatus in a distributed control system, the open 
interoperable apparatus comprising: 

a local time clock for providing a local time for use within said open interoperable 
\ apparatus; 

a sy item time clock for providing a system time across said distributed control 
system; and 

a system management kernel for synchronizing said local time clock with said 
system time clock. 
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